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Behold / how good, and how pleaſant it 
for Brethren to dell together in 
UNIT v. 


SE EEE - HAT is implied in theſe 
>: Words, is a Society of Men 
NEE mutually concurring to ſerve 
done another, and the good 
Effects flowing from tack a Concur- 
rence. Men, conſidered as ſocial Crea- 
tures, derfie their Happineſs from each 
other: And, indeed, it is upon this 
View that they enter into Societies; 

for every Man is deſigned by Provi- 
dence to act for the Good of others, 
as he tenders his own Advantage; and, 
by that Means, to ſecure their good 
Offices, by being ſerviceable to them. 


A Fo. IN 


> The Tye: of 


IN diſcourſing further upon the 
Words, I ſhall, 


I. SHE what it is that ſupports 
the a of a Society. 


II. TRE e under which 
the Unity of this preſent * 
hath been preſerved. 


III. Tun Advantages of ſuch an 
Unity, or that it is good and 
pleaſant to be thus united. 


I. FE am to ſhew * it ! is that fup- 
125 the Unity of a Society. 


5 Tun Foundation of Society, or the 
End for which it was firſt inſtituted, is, 
as I obſerved before, the ſeveral Bene- 
fits ariſing from it: But this is ſo ob- 
vious to every one, that I need not 
take further Pains to prove it, But 
then, as to its Support, it muſt be al- 
lowed, 
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lowed, © That Society, by its own 


« Power, cannot provide for the Ob- 
Þ Kervarice of but few moral Duties, 
« and of thoſe few but imperfectly; 
« becauſe it hath not a Sanction of 
& Rewards, and Puniſhments, to ſe- 
3 cure Obedience to Its Laws. 


I To ſupply this Defect, ſome o- 
& ther Power muſt be added. that 
& hath Influence on the Mind of Man, 
«© to keep Society from Confuſion. But 
« there is no other than the Power of 
« Religion : Which, teaching an over- 
« ruling Providence, the Rewarder of 
„good Men, and the Puniſher of ill, 
"K can oblige to the Duties of imper- 
« fect Obligation, which human Laws 
« overlook; and teaching allo, that 
« this Providence is omniſcient, that 
„ it fees the moſt ſecret Actions, and 
« Intentions of Men, and hath given 
“ Laws for the perfecting their Na- 
« ture, will oblige to thoſe Duties of 
$ perfect Obligation, which Human 


„ Laws 


A 
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« Laws cannot reach, or fu 2 
e enforce.” 


Wr xx it not for a Senſe of Gop 
and his Providence, Men wou'd ſoon 
throw off all Obedience to human In- 
ſtitutions, and, conſequently, make 
Incivachments, one upon another, and 
do what elſe the worſt of Savages do. 
This is evident from ſeveral Inftances 
of this Kind amongſt the ved 
Indians. | 


RLIG TON, therefore, is not only 
a proper, but a neceſſary Support to 
Society, becauſe it obliges Men to 
thoſe Duties which are the Cement of 
it. And, 


II. Tuts is the Influence, under 
hich the Urity of this preſent Society 
* been preſerved: For oy Mem- 


„ 
2 


2 — 
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ber * is particularly enjoined to obey 
the Moral Law“; and, if he rightly 
underſtands his Profeſſion, he can nei- 
ther be an Atheiſt, nor a Libertine. 
But tho, in Times of old, the Frater- 
nity were obliged to ab. the Reli- 
gion. of the Country where they reſid- 
ed; yet it is now thought 5 be of 
greater Uſe and Expedience to oblige 
them only to that Religion in which 
all Men agree, a Belief of Gop and 
his Providence; a Gop, who, by vir- 
tue of his Tuſtice, will reward. and 
puniſh Men according to char Be- 
haviour. 

So that, tho' there is Leave given 
for the Enjoyment of particular Opi- 
nions, and no Injunction to determine 
in favour of any one Mode of Wor- 


ſhip, more than another; yet, here, is 
the ſtricteſt Obligation upon all to be 
Goop Mun, ok Tzuz, Men of Ho- 


„ 1 Ee 1 


* See the Book of Consrirvrioxs 


nour 


wt 
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nour and Honeſty, however diſtin- 


guiſhed by different Opinions in Reli- 
gion. Upon which Account, Masox- 
Rx is become the Center of Union, and 
the Means of conciliating Friendſhip 
among Perſons, that muſt, otherwiſe, 


have remained at perpetual Diſtance. 


- Ureon this religious Principle (the 
Belief of Gop and his Providence) are 
founded thoſe other Virtues, which 

adorn this Inſtitution. 


I. ISHALL mention LovER. This 


is a Virtue immediately reſulting from 
the Duty we owe to Gop; for he that 


loveth God, will love his Brother alſo. 


Tur Members of this Society are 
enjoin'd, not only to be affectionate, 
but do all the Service they can to each 
other; becauſe Love muſt terminate in 


Action, and ſtand the Teſt of Expe- 


rience, before it can paſs for current: 
For what St. James ſaid of Faith may, 


with 


r IH 0 I _rtHeO 
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with equal Propriety, be ſaid of this 
Virtue, It is dead, being alone. 


ADD to this, that we are as foveral 
| Streams flowing from one Fountain, as 
Branches ſprung from the ſame Stock. 
Whatever, therefore, is the Concern 
of one, is the Care of all: For every 
one is indiſpenſably obliged not only 
to be compaſſionate and benevolent, 
but to adminiſter that Relief and Coen | 
fort, which the Condition of any Mem- 
ber requires, and he can beſtow with- 
out manifeſt Inconvenience to himſelf. 
No politick Diſſimulation of Affection 
will be allowed of amongſt thoſe, who 
are upon the Level. Nor can Perſons, 
who live within the Square, act other- 
wiſe, than conſiſtently with that Gol- 
den Rule, of doing, as they would be 
done by. For every one here is ano- 
ther elf; and he, that hates another, 
muſt neceſſarily abhor himſelf alſo: 
He that prejudices another, injures his 
own Nature; and he, that doth not 

B relieve 
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relieve a diſtreſſed Brother, ſtarves a 


Member of his own Body. For 2h: 
merciful Man, faith Solomon, doeth 
Good to his own Soul; but he "tht is 


cruel, troubleth his own Fleſh. 


Bur Mrtlier : Tis not only a Man's 
Indigence hath a Claim to a Share of 


the general Benefaction, or a Title to 


a Man's private Bounty: It is every 
Member's Duty to promote the ſecular 
Intereſts of his Brother; and in Affairs 
of Trade and Sie to have a 

principal Reſpect to thoſe, Who are of 
the lame Houſhold. N 


INDEED as Men, and eſpecially as 
Chriſtians, our Benevolence ſhou'd be 
univerſal, ſhewing no Reſpe& of Per- 
ſons. But then, as Brothers, if any 


Diſtinction can be made without Pre- 


judice to other Men, we ought to be 


as favourable, and bentficenlt as may 


5 to thoſe of our OWN Society. 


Tiras 
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T HAT 9 8 Doctrine may not ap- 


pear inconſiſtent with Religion, I muſt 
obſerve that it 1s a Rule, not only al- 
lowed of, and practiſed by all Men; 
but. "a to be juſtified by our Sa- 
viour s OWN Example. 


WII I reſpect to the future Happi- 
neſs of Men, his Love was extended 
equally for the Benefit of every one; 
for the Gentile, as well as the ow - 
But yet he gave more diſtinguiſhing 
Marks of his Affection for St. Jol, 
than any other Apoſtle. 


How F VER, if this Conduct of our 
Saviour does not ſufficiently vindicate 


this Diſtinction, yet certainly it cannot 
be a Breach = Charity to obſerve it. 


For tho' we are commanded to do 


Good unto all, yet we are, at the ſame 
Time, obliged more eſpecially to have 
a Regard to them that are of the 
HO of Faith, 


B 2 2. Bur 
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2. Bur to proceed to the other 
Virtues which upport this Society--- 
and not to mention the Duty of ſuſ- 
tice, or that every one is under Obli- 
gations punctuall to obſerve Agree- 
ments; impartially to decide Diſputes, 
and injure no Man in his Eſtate or 
Reputation; I will add another uſeful 
Quality -a generous Behaviour in our 
mutual Intercourſe: By which I mean, 
that no rigorous Points of Right are 
to be inſiſted upon, and no Man take 
Advantage of another. It is always 
thought better to extenuate our Claims, 
and leſſen the Strictneſs of our he-. 
tences ; for this will induce Men to 


think well of us, and engage their 
Eſteem. Whereas different Meaſures 


\ diſcover in us but little Kindneſs, and 


equally as little Regard for the Welfare 
of another, 


. ain Virtue of Gy we 
may ſubjoin that Reſpect and Cour- 
ily, which the Station of ſome Men 
| demands 


: Unity confidered. 13 
demands of us, and which others, 


upon the Score of * expect 
from us, | 


_ A RESPECTFUL and affable De- 
| meanour naturally begets the Eſteem 
of the Great and Eminent, and the 
| Good-Will of the Mean and Low. 
For which Reaſon, a ſkilful Deport- 

ment hath been diſtinguiſhed ea 
the Social Virtues, 


UNDER the Terms of Reſpect and 
, Courteſy is uſually comprehended Ci- 
ul Language, which certainly is very 
becoming in every Man, but is more 
particularly their Duty, who are un- 
der additional Obligations to thoſe of 
Reaſon and Religion, 0 ſpeak Evil of 
no Man, but to be gentle, Heu all 
Meekneſs unto all Men. 


 ConTumetiious Words are always 
deſtructive of Harmony, and often ter- 
minate in a fettled Hatred. Upon 
which 
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| which Account, if any Diſputes ſhou' d 


ariſe, (as they are, ſometimes, una- 
voidable) This Society has preſcribed 
Rules for managing them without Sa- 
tire or Reflection upon Men's Perſons, 
and Methods of convincing without 
Reproach or Virulence. When it is 
neceſſary to Teprove a Man for ill Be- 
haviour, it is enjoined by this Conſti- 


tution as equally neceſſary and expe- 


dient, that it be done with Civility 
and T enderneſs: For no . 5 
being roughly handled, will, 

that Account, the more eaſily — * 
ed; nor will Errors in Opinion be 


Goner . removed by Inſolence, or ill 


Manners corrected by Severities. 


1 A N OTHER engaging Virtue to 
continue the preſent Unity, is, Humi- 


lity. To admire our own Endow- - 


ments is apt to make us depreciate 


thoſe of others; and to covet Reſpect 
will as naturally provoke Men to ob- 


ject againſt us, as it will diſpoſe our- 
ſelves 
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ſelves to contend for Pre- eminence; 
for he that is proud of Heart ftirreth 
up Strife, and only from Pride cometh 


Contention. 


To make our own Judgment of 
Things a Rule to govern other Men, 
is an Act of Uſurpation, equally as 
unbecoming, as it is unwarrantable; 
the readieſt Method to break the Peace, 
and diſturb the Order, of Society. 
Whereas to converſe like Brethren, is 
to be modeſt in eſteeming our own 
Abilities; as complacent to others, as 
we dekire they ſhould be to us; as li- 
beral, in giving them Leave to diſſent 
al us, as we are to ourſelves, in en- 

joying our own Sentiments. 


4 "= ag & - 

4 

—_—_ — — A f 1 me - + + 

A — ah — — - — 3 * 5 

—— — — . EIS == <3, - FER — 
Le - % = 4 7 ny — 
— _— 7. p 2 — 3 = = 
2 1 22 e os. — - 
= * 4 g 8 — — * * * 


* a * : * 88 r 22 
=> x nad Sutton mga ett = Hg. 


5. Nor is it leſs uſeful to the Tran- 
quility and Happineſs of this Society, 
that Cenſures are forbidden. Men's 
Actions are to be treated with Can- 
dour, and to be accounted for in the 
beſt Winter that may be. We are to 
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16 The Advantages of 
conſtrue Expreſſions, that bear a dou- 


ble Meaning, in the moſt favourable 


Senſe they will admit ; and not raſhly 


condemn any Man's Pradkice, but exa- 
mine the Reaſons, which poſſibly may 
acquit him. To excuſe his Faults by 
ſuch Circumſtances, as may ſerve that 
Purpoſe, and not aggravate them by 
4 De Conjectures, or unfair Con- 

ſequences. For this is the only Con- 
duct that ſhews a Diſpoſition of living 
amicably, and is the moſt likely of 
any, to ſecure every Man's good Will. 
To connive at Foibles, and not to re- 
ſent Affronts, are ſure Means of pre- 


venting Trouble, and of preſerving 


Unity and Concord. It is an Indica- 
tion of Prudence, and an- honourable 


Addition to a Man's Character; for 


the Diſcretion of a Man deferreth his 


Anger, and it is his * to ' paſs over 


a eren on. 


6. As a 9898 of 8 there 


are Injunctions which relate to publick 
| Autho- 


UniTy confidered. 7 
Authority; that, tho' the Actions of 


Superiours Gout d be notoriouſly blame- 
able, yet ſtill it is our Province not to 
complain; becauſe that only tends to 
leflen the Reputation, and cool the 
Affection due to Government: There- 
fore we deem it neceſſary, as well“ as 
prudent, to abſtain from ſuch an un- 
warrantable Practice, and diſcreetly 
ſubmit to ſuch an Event of Things, 
as He ſhall bring to paſs, who is the 
only competent Judge, and ſovereign 
Diſpoſer of all Things; ; who hath the 
Hearts of Kings in his Hands, and 
Faſbioneth them as. he thinks proper. 
Hence it is eaſy to infer, that every 
Member of this Society who acts con- 
fiſtently . with his Profeſſion, will be 
ſubje& to the higher Powers, and theres 
fore cannot be concerned in any Conſpi- 
racies againſt the Peace and Welfare 
of a Nation, nor behave himſelf un- 
dutifully to inferiour Magiſtrates. For 
as this Society hath been always in jured 
by War, Bloodſhed, and ad Confulion 
+ | 
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ſo the King s of old have ever encou- 
raged it, A account of its Peaceable- 
dels and Loyalty: Becauſe there are 
inter woven in its very Conſtitution par- 
ticular Reſtrictions from all State-Diſ- 
putes; ſo that if any Member ſhould 
rebel againſt the Government, he will 
not be countenanced in his rebullious 
Oe - oy he may be pcs as an 


unhappy M 


1 have 1 as ch ſeve- 


ral Virtues that have ſupported, and 
adorned this Society: And, upon a 


proper Review of them, Yeah ſee no- 
thing that M orality or Religion con- 


demns. For ſince a ſuitable Eſteem 
for Religion is, and hath been, always 


held neceſſary, it follows, that Pro- 
ig haneneſs, and fooliſh Teſting have 
een 


proportionably diſcouraged and 


puniſhed. All the other Virtues, which 


are founded upon this religious Prin- 


1 are uſeful to every Man; upon 
"which 


— — 


— 
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which Account, it is to be preſumed, 


1 will not be cenſured. 


nel FORE, as to any Objections 


chat have been raiſed againſt the * 


ty, they are as ridiculous as they 

groundleſs. For what can — 4 
greater Folly in any Man, than to at- 
tempt to vilify what he knows nothing 
of. At that Rate, he may with equal 


Juſtice, vilify, or calumaidte any thing 


elſe that he 1 is not acquainted with, 


Wi T H reſpect to ſome peculiar Cuſ- 
toms amongſt us They cannot, with 
any Shew 5 Reaſon, be liable to Cen- 
4 ; for every Society hath Peculiari- 
ties of one Kind, or another, which 
are not to be e to Men of dif- 
ferent Communities, 


Bor as to the Objections which 
have been occaſioned by the ill Beha- 


viour of ſome of the Fi raternity; they 


are ſo far from being of Weight with 
C 2 
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a Man of Ingenuity and Candour, that 


he will think them equally as abſurd 


as the former. For if the Unworthi- 


neſs of any Man is a Reflection upon 
his Profeſſion, it may be affirmed, with 
Parity of | Reaſon, that the Miſconduct 
of a Chriſtian is an Argument againſt 
Chriſtianity. But this is a Concluſion, 
which, I preſume, no Man will allow ; 
and yet it is no more than what he 
muſt ſubſcribe to, who is ſo unreaſon- 


able, as to inſiſt upon the other. 


Tavs it appears, that this Society 


does not in any wiſe deſerve thoſe Re- 
flections, that have been ſo liberally, 


and yet ſo fooliſhly, thrown upon it. 


Again, if the Antiquity of any 
Society is a Recommendation to it, it 
might be proved, if it were neceflary, 
that this bears as early a Date, as any 
Inſtitution in Being. But that will nei- 
ther be pertinent to my Subject, nor of 


I 
{ 
t 
f 
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any Service to my Audience, I ſhall 
therefore proceed, 


UI. To ae the Advantages of 


ſuch an Unity; or, according to the 
Text, how good and pleaſant it 1s for 


Brethren fo dwell together in Uniry V. 


cli if theVirtues I liwn mention- 
ed have any Tendency to make Life 
itſelf pleaſant and agreeable, which, I 


believe, no Man will deny, it will fol- 
low, that the Advantages of ſuch an 


Unity, as is ſupported by them, are 


very conſiderable. For where the Re- 
gulations of a Society are calculated 


not only for preventing of Enmity, 
Wrath and Diſſenſion, but for pro- 


moting of Love, Peace, and Friend- 
ſhip; there Converſation muſt be at- 
tended with mutual Confidence, Free- 
dom, and Complacency. He, who 
neither contrives Miſchief againſt o- 
thers, nor ſuſpects any againſt himſelf, 
has his Mind * calm, and his Af. 


fections 
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fections compoſed. All the human 
Faculties rejoice in Order, Harmony, 
and Proportion; by which this Society 
ſubſiſts; and upon which depend its 
* Zam, N and Beauty. 


1 ow engaging diem: that Conver- 
fation which is eſtabliſhed upon ſuch 


Principles, ſupported by ſuch Regula- 
_ and calculated for ſuch Ends | 


ans Pri c, it maſt. hs confeſ- 


ſed, is delightful, where the Objects 


en nd in graceful Symmetry : But 


the Ie: is much more inviting, where 


the Members of a Society not only re- 


frain from Prejudices, but chearfull7 


condeſcend to equal Terms; not only 


- keep cloſe to the Rules of Fuſtzoe, but 


_ abate from rigorous Demands ; ap- 
peaſe Diſcotds, and overcome Kani 
by by Courtely and Diſcretion. - 


Urox the whole this, 1 it appears 


chat the Rules of this Society have a 
direct 
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direct Tendency to render Converſa- 
tion engaging, as well as innocent; 
and fo to influence our Practice, as to 
be uſeful to others, and profitable to 


ourſelves : For to continue in Amity, 
and maintain a fair Correſpondence ; ö 


to be diſpoſed reciprocally to all Off. 


ces of Humanity, and to act upon 
mutual Terms of Benevolence, which 


are the Characteriſticks of Chriſtiani- 
ty itſelf, are likewiſe the Cement of 


this Society. And how good it is to 


aſſiſt, comfort, and relieve the Diſtreſ- 


ſed, I need not obſerve; nor is it leſs 


obvious, how pleaſant it is to contri- 


bute to the innocent Delight, and pro- 

mote the lawful Advantage of one 
another; and always to converſe with 
Security, without Suſpicion, on either 


Hand, of any fraudulent, in ) urious, 


or malicious Practices 


Tuus have 7 done wih my sub- | 
je Wit now remains, is, * men- 


tion 


24 The Advantages of 


tion ſome few. Things which concern 
only the Members of this Society. 


Wx are here ſo many Brethren met 
together to rejoice, and to do Good : 
Jo rejoice in the Acknowledgment 
of Divine Mercies, and in the Enjoy- 
ment of Society one with another : 


To do Good by increaſing, and ce- 


menting our Friendſhip and mutual 


Correſpondence ; ; and to enjoy the 


Good of our Labours. 


THr1s is a Practice allowed of both 
by Jews and Chriſtians, The former 
were appointed to meet three Times a 
Year at Feruſalem, to feaſt and re- 


Joice before the Lozp ; and the latter, 
for near two Centuries after our Savi- 
our, had their Feaſts, wherein they 
met, both Rich and Poor, to enjoy, 


and make merry one e with another, 


Ir is true, 1 were at length ci 


ged to leave them off, on account of 


the 


UNIT v conſidered. 2 5 
the Luxury and Exceſs which they 


occaſioned, 


Bur this is only a Reflection upon 
the Abuſe of a Thing, which other- 
wiſe is innocent and commendable. 
For a laudable Inſtitution may be per- 

| verted to ill as 7 


| 6s this Candderadion ſhou'd 
make us cautious in our Behaviour, 
leſt we fall under the ſame Inconveni- 
encies. Therefore, we are not to ex- 
ceed thoſe Bounds which our Conſtitu- 
tion preſcribes; but to avoid all Exceſs 
both as to our Pleaſure, and Time; 
and to uſe the Bleſſings of Heaven ſo- 
berly and temperately, ſo as neither to 
give Offence to any one, nor wake 


Proviſion for the Fleſh, to fulfil the 


| 
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Lufts ebercof. 

L x us then, for the Honour of the | 
| Chriſtian Religion, and the Credit of 0 
e our own Society , take Heed to our 
1 D 7 ays, 


36 The Aavantages, &c. 
. Ways, that our Light may jo ſbins 
before Men, that they may fee our good 
Works, and glorify our Father, which 
is in Heaven: That fo we may eat uur 
Bread with Foy, and drink our Wine 
with a merry Heart; for Gon now 
accepteth our Work. | 118 


NOW to Gop, Ge. 
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